Good morning, Your Honours and Special Guests,
Welcome to the grand launch of Alberta Source, Alberta’s own online encyclopedia. I am really happy to be here today as the first Youth Ambassador of the Heritage Foundation to officially launch this great endeavour, as it is something that I believe in very strongly. Cultural heritage has been a huge part of my life for as long as I can remember.
I was born in Canada into a family with a Vietnamese/Chinese Mom and a New Zealander Dad, who had met in Turkey and were living in Hong Kong, so I was pretty confused from the moment I was born.
Luckily, my parents were both very proud of their own cultures and at the same time, fascinated by the cultures they had encountered in their many years of traveling. They managed to pass this fascination on to me, and my first five years growing up in Hong Kong gave me opportunities to travel to many countries, to meet people from all over the world and most importantly… to eat their food! In fact, food and music are my two favourite things in life, and I love having the chance to hear something new or taste something different. So I remember being afraid when we moved to Edmonton that I would miss the variety of life in Hong Kong, and in some ways I do. But I discovered other things here in this remarkable city on the prairies, a cultural kaleidoscope, hidden away, but as vibrant as I could have dreamed.
There are, of course, the Chinese and Vietnamese communities, which I became involved with very quickly…but I soon discovered that there was also an East Indian community, an Italian one, there were Ethiopian, Portuguese, Ukranian, Mexican and Pakistani communities, and a huge patchwork of others from around the world… I have taken Kung Fu lessons from an Iranian, I have learned French from a Russian and a German, and I have eaten Pasta with Cranberry Pesto made by a Singaporean.  My schoolmates are Moslem, Sikh, Buddhist and Christian, my home teacher is French, my principal is Hindu, my Mayor is Jewish, and my Lieutenant Governor is a Chinese Canadian football star … and I think that’s all just wonderful.
The point of all this is to say simply that Alberta is one of the most diverse places in the world. We are tolerant and respectful of others, we welcome newcomers warmly, we celebrate our cultural heritage with a variety of festivals, including my favourite, the Heritage festival, and we have a musical, culinary and artistic richness that would be envied anywhere in the world! Anyone who makes fun of Alberta for being backward or old fashioned has obviously never been here. Alberta in the 21st century is a cosmopolitan, vibrant and forward looking province, and we are just getting better all the time!
There is one thing, however that concerns me. For young people like me, who were born here to immigrant parents, it is all too easy to lose touch with our cultural traditions, and while it is great that we are all Canadian, and that we live in such a melting pot, it is really important that we preserve the best aspects of the cultures our parents came from. When people move here, they hopefully leave behind all the old hatreds and quarrels from their homelands, and I think that a 3rd generation Canadian Serb and a 3rd generation Canadian Croat will get along just fine, which is wonderful… But I heard a great old saying the other week, “Don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater”. Hate is always a good thing to leave behind, but let’s not lose the things that make us unique at the same time. 
Fortunately, we are rich in organizations which keep these traditions alive. Like the Shumka dancers, the various Kung Fu and Lion dance clubs, and countless cultural societies and associations. And now, of course, we have this wonderful online resource, which is SO important for young people, as the internet is such an important part of our everyday life now. It is the first place we go to for any information we need, and what Adriana and her team have created is truly amazing. It is vital that we get the word out to all the schools and other youth organizations about this encyclopedia, so it can continue to grow and become the first place any student will visit when they want to know about Alberta’s history, the history of their parents’ culture, or even just to hear a little music from 50 years ago. 
I will be working to spread the word wherever Adriana and her team need me, and I hope you will too. Don’t just say, “Oh, that’s a great idea”, because, yes, we know it is! Say, “How can I help make this into something all of us can be proud of?” And then do it!
Thank you for coming today to show your support, and thank you for listening to me. 
On February the 4th, 2005, I felt truly proud to be an Albertan when this city showed such overwhelming support for our concert for the children of the Tsunami. Today, I have that same feeling. When I came to Edmonton, I was a Hong Konger, and I still am … but today I can truly say that I am first and foremost … a proud Albertan! Thank you.
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