
The Heritage Community Foundation has been 
extremely busy in the last few months, 
developing websites and edukits, networking 
with partners and supporters, building 
awareness of heritage and developing strategic 
and business plans.  

A highlight was the Patrons Council meeting on 
thApril 8 .  Led by Honorary Chief Patron Dr. 

Colleen Klein and Chair Sherrold Moore, our 
dynamic Patrons helped us to grow the vision of 
an Alberta in which heritage is valued by 
everyone.  At the office, we are focused on the 
busy work.  It is at the Trustee meetings and, 
now, the Patrons Council meetings where we 
have an opportunity to look at the big picture 
and see how we can accomplish our mandate in 
the long-term.

An important part of my work is networking with 
heritage organizations and other potential 
partners.  This begins as conversations that, 
then, eventually focus on project design and 
funding applications.  I am pleased to recognize 
one of our new partners — the First Nations 
Resource Council.  The relationship with the 
National Congress of Italian-Canadians, 
Edmonton District is a well-established one.  
President/Chair Morris Flewwelling and Hazel 
Flewwelling came to Edmonton for a wonderful 
fundraising dinner organized by the National 
Congress of Italian-Canadians, Edmonton 
District, at the Santa Maria Goretti Community 

thCentre on February 24 .  A range of local Italian 
businesses and individuals donated supplies 
and services for the event with the result that
$4,000 was raised to support the Celebrating 
Alberta's Italian Community Website project.  An 
additional $3,400 was donated in cash.

Finally, Trustee Catherine Twinn invited the 
Foundation to be a part of a client recognition 
event that the Sawridge Hotels held at the 

thProvincial Museum of Alberta on May 8 . It was 
helpful to test the Nature's Laws promotional 
CD-ROM and obtain feedback.

Adriana Davies
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The Heritage Community Foundation held the 
second annual Patrons Council meeting on April 

th8 , hosted by the Vice-Chair of the Patrons 
Council, Prem Singhmar at his Best Western 
Sherwood Hotel and Conference Centre.  Over 
40 members of the Patrons Council and guests 
attended this successful meeting.  
Dr. Colleen Klein, Honorary Chief Patron, in her 
introductory remarks mentioned her delight to 
serve as Honorary Chief Patron for such a 
talented and dedicated group of people and 
pride in being associated with the work of the 
Foundation.  She stated, “One of the main goals 
of the Foundation is to link Albertans with the 
places, stories, landscapes, objects and 
traditions that define us as individuals and 
communities.  Knowledge of history can lead to 
a better understanding of ourselves and how we 
each fit into Alberta's past and future.” 
Chair Sherrold Moore noted, “I, personally, 
chose to become involved with the Heritage 
Community Foundation, because I fervently 
believe that engaging children, youth, families, 
all of us in the understanding of heritage will 

“I must commend the 

Heritage Community 

Foundation . . . for the 

valued service that you 

provide to Albertans. . . . 

This past year's plan of 

program and product 

development has been a 

monumental success, 

especially the use of the 

worldwide web as a 

medium to your 

audiences.  By making 

the heritage of our 

province accessible 

online, this Foundation 

has taken a formidable 

step in opening Alberta 

to the world.  My many 

thanks for your hard 

work, and my best 

wishes in your ongoing 

projects.”

Alana DeLong, MLA

Calgary Bow Constituency

“I just want to say I 

found your site gave me 

Goosebumps.  I had 

searched Passamare on 

Yahoo.  I had searched 

before and there was a 

new site.  My Nonno is 

G. Passamare and when 

I saw the picture I 

almost cried.  Then I 

also found my Pagnucco 

relatives under people.  

Thank you for giving me 

such joy.  I've been 

trying to research my 

Pagnucco and 

Passamare ancestors 

and this is like the best.”

Dori Passamare

strengthen our communities, province and 
country.  In my opinion, there is no organization 
that has the record of achievement of our own 
small Foundation in bringing heritage to the 
mainstream and engaging our various key 
audiences.” President/Chair Morris Flewwelling, 
C.M., said, “Alberta currently has more 
educational content on the Internet than any 
other province or territory, thanks to the Heritage 
Community Foundation.  These sites have been 
cited for their excellence by the Virtual Museum 
of Canada, Industry Canada, the Alberta 
Teachers' Association, teachers and students, as 
well as portals and search engines.  Our sites 
receive more than 2.5 million hits per year.”
Foundation Vice President/Vice Chair Satya Das 
introduced the Strategic Plan and spoke of the 
challenges and opportunities for the Foundation 
in the years ahead.  He emphasized the need 
for alliances to represent Canada's diversity and 
the need to partner effectively and use 
centenaries and anniversaries to do this.

Great Alberta Law Cases
Alberta's legal heritage 
is truly coming to life at 
the Foundation with the 
launch of the Great 
Alberta Law Cases 
website planned for 
June 9, 2003. 

Developed in partnership with the Alberta Law 
Foundation and CKUA Radio Network, this 
interactive site presents in audio format 
dramatizations of 10 of Alberta's most 
contentious and influential legal battles 
alongside a rich, multimedia historical context. 
The radio docudramas, co-produced and 
broadcast in the early 1990s by CKUA and the 
Alberta Law Foundation, offer colourful accounts 
of gripping courtroom drama, vivid personalities 
and details of many of the province's most 
important criminal, constitutional and civil 
conflicts. The site highlights the changing nature 
of Alberta's legal system and the larger debates 
and issues that influenced Albertans as they 
moved through a century of change. This project 
is making use of the first part of the 30-program 
series available, with the incorporation of the 
remaining programs anticipated over the next 
two years.

Wings Over Alberta
Wings Over Alberta: 
The British 
Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan in Alberta 
is the eighth 
collaborative website 
effort of the Foundation 
and Canada's Digital 

Collections Program of Industry Canada. The 
site presents in glorious detail an exciting 
chapter in the history of the Alberta as it hosted 
British Commonwealth Air Training Plan bases 
during World War II as part of the highly 
significant program of flight training schools that 
took place across Canada. Images, first-hand 
recollections and historical context create an 
intimate portrait of Alberta and the contributions 
the bases, communities and citizens from 
Canada and abroad made to the war effort. The 
site incorporates historical overviews with an 
exceptional collection of photographs, 
documents, correspondence and oral histories 
collected over six years by Mr. Dennis Wagner 
(RCAF, Retired) and related community museum 
collections and documents.

What’s New
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Memory in Francophone Alberta

Nature's Law 
Aboriginal Youth Identity Project

The ninth collaboration 
of the Foundation with 
Canada's Digital 
Collections Program of 
Industry Canada, 
Memory in Francophone 
Alberta: St. Vincent and 
St. Paul examines the 

unique experience of the Francophone 
community in Alberta as well as the history of 
two of the province's French communities, St. 
Vincent and St. Paul. The site offers an 
exceptional opportunity to learn more about the 
history and cultural identity of these two  
communities, the challenges they have faced, 
and the people that have chosen to make them 
their home. Memory in Francophone Alberta 
captures the dynamics of Franco-Alberta 
through rich historical overviews and supporting 
multimedia material that includes CKUA Radio 
Network's Heritage Trails, material from the St. 
Paul Historical Museum, scholarship of Dr. 
Juliette Champagne and related community 
museum collections, photographs and 
documents.

Proudly working with 
the support of the 
Alberta Law 
Foundation, the 
Heritage Community 
Foundation is 
undertaking a 
multifaceted project 

focused on the concept of Nature's Law, the 
traditional legal codes of Alberta's First Nations. 
The objectives of the project are numerous and 
among them the Foundation and project 
partners seek to provide all Canadians and 
those of First Nations ancestry with a deeper 
understanding of  traditional legal codes and 
governance. Both web-based and print materials 
are planned to address the needs of a range of 
potential users, as the project is intended to be 
of use to Aboriginal students as well as non-
Aboriginal teachers, students and all Canadians 
interested in the traditional life and heritage of 
Canada's First Nations. The project will be 
extensive and include a host of essential 
advisors and expert contributors, including but 
certainly not limited to Elders from Treaties 6, 7 
and 8 and Foundation Trustee Catherine Twinn 
and Dr. Earle Waugh, Director, M.V. Dimic 
Research Institute at the University of Alberta, 
professor and scholar of Aboriginal Traditions 
and cross-cultural studies.

Alberta Inventors and Inventions 

Arts Alberta

While science and 
technology touch every 
aspect of our lives, we 
rarely reflect on what 
has nurtured the 
“inventive spirit” in our 
local communities. 

Inventors remain shadowy figures and, 
unfortunately, many people believe that 
innovation is something that happens 
elsewhere. One of our newest website 
initiatives, Alberta Inventors and Inventions, will 
address this gap in our knowledge and present 
this dynamic chapter in Alberta's history and 
development. The comprehensive project will 
make use of an extensive body of primary 
research that was created by Inventive Spirit, a 
research project funded by Museums Alberta in 
1995. Consultant Catherine C. Cole explored 
Alberta patents and connected them with 
artifacts and documents in the province's 
museums and archives. Owing to the breadth of 
the materials available and the scope of 
Alberta's technological and innovation heritage, 
Alberta Inventors and Inventions will be 
completed through four parallel website 
components: Inventors, Inventions, Innovation 
and a Patents Database. Funding support has 
been provided by Alberta Innovation and 
Science and Canada’s Digital Collections. 

Another of the 
Foundation's recently 
proposed website 
initiatives, Arts Alberta 
will create an online 
learning resource to 
capture and highlight 

Alberta's arts heritage legacy — the people, the 
communities in which they lived and created, 
and the organizations for which they worked. 
The site will document the contributions of the 
various pioneers and stakeholders, including 
local artists, volunteers, communities, 
organizations and companies, as well as create 
a portrait of the province's performing, visual and 
literary arts landscape. The project will draw on 
the CKUA Radio's Arts Alberta series, a one-
hour arts and culture magazine hosted by now 
Senator, Tommy Banks, which ran for a decade 
and featured virtually everyone who was anyone 
in the arts and culture scene in Alberta and 
Canada. The site will also incorporate oral 
histories and archival materials held by the 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts and the 
collections, photographs and documents of 
related community museums and performing 
arts organizations and publishers.

“The website [Alex 

Decoteau Digital Edukit] 

is fabulous.  Thank you 

so much for the 

incredible work you did 

on it.  This resource will 

give all the schools in 

the City Centre 

Education Project 

[Edmonton] a 

tremendous boost.  It 

will make learning so 

much easier, richer, and 

fun as well, for students 

of all ages.”

Charlotte Cameron

Teacher, Eastwood School

“Bravo! The website on 

Celebrating Alberta's 

Italian Community is 

wonderful.  I came 

across the article in The 

Edmonton Journal 

outlining the site and I 

was very pleased with 

what I saw.  I agree with 

you that the site is, in 

your words, “enormously 

exciting and moving.” I 

too am a daughter of 

Italian immigrants and I 

know all too well what 

my parents went through 

to make a life here for 

themselves.  This site is 

a tribute to them and all 

Italian immigrants.  

You have done an 

excellent job.”

Caroline Caputo



The First Nations Resource Council (FNRC) is a 
non-profit and federally incorporated 
organization with the mission to provide 
Alberta's First Nations from Treaty 6, 7 and 8 
with the necessary tools and resources needed 
to be self-sufficient.  When the FNRC was 
established in 1987, the goal was to develop 
and maintain a series of research and advisory 
services and this continues to be their focus.  
Their motto is “Power through Knowledge” and 
their mission is to expand the knowledge base 
and ability for success of First Nations people.  
Initiatives include:  Ooskipukwa (IMAP), Trades 
Training Initiative (TTI), Treaty and Aboriginal 
Rights Research (TARR), Alberta First Nations 
Gaming Association (AFNGA), Corbiere 
Consultation and Chiefs' Summit Initiatives.  The 
FNRC is able to offer communities valuable 
research, technical assistance, public education 
and effective tools for community planning.   The 
Heritage Community Foundation is proud to 
collaborate with the Council in seeking funding 
support for the ambitious Elders Voices Cultural 

The Heritage Community Foundation 
successfully launched two websites early in the 

thNew Year.  On February 20 , the National 
Congress of Italian-Canadians, Edmonton 
District, and the Heritage Community 
Foundation gathered in Ancient Rome, the 
feature exhibit at the Provincial Museum of 
Alberta, to launch Celebrating Alberta's Italian 
Community (www.albertasource.ca/abitalian).  
With over 1100 HTML pages, visitors will find a 
Virtual Tour of Edmonton's Little Italy, photo 
albums of pioneering families and organizations, 
and articles from Il Congresso, Alberta's leading 
Italian newspaper.  The most important aspect of 
the site is that immigrants speak in their own 
voices — audio clips from selected oral histories 
allow the user to hear the voices and memories 
of members of the Italian community.  “It gives 
those largely faceless and nameless immigrants 
a presence and ensures that their stories are 
told and that they become a part of the official 
history of the West” comments Adriana Albi 
Davies, Ph.D., Executive Director, “It is a new 
way of doing community history.”  Those who 
joined the partnering organizations to celebrate 
the launch of this site included the Hon. Dr. Lyle 
Oberg, Minister of Learning, and City of 
Edmonton Councillor Ed Gibbons, who 
presented the Foundation with a recognition 
plaque.

New Partner

Launches
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Digitization Project.  The project would create a 
comprehensive database of digitized oral 
histories for research purposes.

The story, the times and the achievements of 
Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, Henrietta Muir 
Edwards, Louis McKinney and Emily Murphy 
have been brought to life through The Famous 5 
website (http://collections.ic.gc.ca/famous5/).  

thThe site was launched on March 6  at Oliver 
School at which the Nellie McClung Girls' Junior 
High Program is offered to girls in grades 7 to 9.  
“It is thrilling to finally have a learning resource 
as dynamic and appealing as this available on 
the World Wide Web.  This important gift to 
Albertans and Canadians enables us to follow in 
the footsteps of the F5,” stated Frances Wright, 
President and CEO of the Famous 5 
Foundation, who partnered with the Heritage 
Community Foundation to produce the site.  The 
Hon. Anne McLellan, Minister of Health, agreed, 
saying, “As one in a series of seven Heritage 
Community Foundation-developed websites 
being funded by Canada's Digital Collections, 
the Famous 5 website is bringing the province's 
unique place in Canada's development to a 
much wider audience.  At the same time, the 
project has helped to equip young people with 
the technical skills they need to compete in 
today's knowledge-based economy.”

The Heritage Community Foundation is in the 
process of developing a promotional CD-ROM to 
assist in fundraising for future initiatives.  
Consultant Dree Thomson-Diamond, CFRE, is 
working with Trustees and staff in the 
development of a new Case Statement, which 
she is testing with senior corporate and 
community leaders.  The CD-ROM brings to life 
the vision of the Foundation and its fundraising 
goals as well as displaying over 20 of our 
website projects. Funds will be sought to support 
new websites, edukits, research and interactive 
learning activities for children and youth.  The 
CD-ROM is about three minutes in length and 
features audio clips and video images — all of 
those dynamic elements of our websites that 
make heritage come alive.  

Promotional CD

“The website [Alex 

Decoteau Digital Edukit] 

is fabulous.  Thank you 

so much for the 

incredible work you did 

on it.  This resource will 

give all the schools in 

the City Centre 

Education Project 

[Edmonton] a 

tremendous boost.  It 

will make learning so 

much easier, richer, and 

fun as well, for students 

of all ages.”

Charlotte Cameron

Teacher, Eastwood School

“Bravo! The website on 

Celebrating Alberta's 

Italian Community is 

wonderful.  I came 

across the article in The 

Edmonton Journal 

outlining the site and I 

was very pleased with 

what I saw.  I agree with 

you that the site is, in 

your words, “enormously 

exciting and moving.” I 

too am a daughter of 

Italian immigrants and I 

know all too well what 

my parents went through 

to make a life here for 

themselves.  This site is 

a tribute to them and all 

Italian immigrants.  

You have done an 

excellent job.”

Caroline Caputo


