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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 2, 2003

HERITAGE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION LAUNCHES CKUA SOUND ARCHIVES WEBSITE

www.AlbertaSource.ca/soundarchives

EDMONTON—The Heritage Community Foundation is launching the CKUA Sound Archives Online Catalogue website at 12:00 pm on December 5th, 2003.  The launch will be held at Oliver School, a site of the Nellie McClung Girls' Junior High Program. The Hon. Anne McLellan, Minister of Health, will be in attendance to help unveil this valuable community resource.

Adriana Albi Davies, Ph.D., Executive Director of the Foundation noted, “The CKUA Sound Archives Online Catalogue website will bring the history of Canada’s first broadcaster to the World Wide Web, making both Alberta’s and Canada’s history accessible to all Canadians, at home and abroad, who have access to the Internet.”

Sharon McMullan-Baron, Chair of the CKUA Radio Foundation, remarked, “To have 900 hours of streaming audio of three CKUA programs digitized and available on the web, plus the history of the station and an overview of the people who have been involved over the years, on one website, makes this website a wonderful learning resource and a great source of pride!” 

The website includes sections on: the history of CKUA Radio Network, how the station came to be and has evolved throughout the years, the areas of programming that CKUA has been involved with; the past and present announcers, volunteers and support staff, as well as other individuals who took part in CKUA’s operations and broadcasts; the Sound Archive, featuring over 900 hours of streaming audio from three selected CKUA programs, all accessible via a searchable database, and selected “Picks” which provide contextual background information on a selection of programs from each series.  The site also includes excerpts from Marlylu Walters’ new book Radio Worth Fighting For, a celebration of CKUA’s 75 years of broadcasting history, and an interactive timeline of key events in the history of the CKUA Radio Network.

This website is a vital part of the proposed Alberta Online Encyclopedia (www.AlbertaSource.ca), the Heritage Community Foundation’s intellectual legacy project for Alberta’s centenary in 2005.  We acknowledge the financial support of the Department of Canadian Heritage's Canadian Culture Online Program.
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