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For Immediate Release

Heritage Community Foundation Launches Aviation Heritage Site 

Wings Over Alberta
http://collections.ic.gc.ca/flyboys/
EDMONTON, Nov. 4, 2003 — The Heritage Community Foundation is pleased to announce the official web launch of its 28th website, Wings Over Alberta. The first website of its kind in Canada, Wings Over Alberta is the latest in the Foundation’s collection of dynamic educational heritage resources. It explores a vital chapter in the story of the Alberta communities that hosted British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) bases during World War II. 

The site will be officially unveiled to the media in the historic BCATP hanger at the Alberta Aviation Museum at 10:00 a.m. on November 10th. This date was chosen not only because it is a time of year to reflect on the horrors of war, but also to remember valor, heroism and community spirit.

The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) bases were part of the program of flight training schools across Canada that were the foundation for Canada’s reputation as “The Aerodrome of Democracy,” a phrase coined by Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson and delivered in a speech by U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Images, first-hand recollections and historical context help create an intimate portrait of the province and the contributions the bases, communities and citizens from Canada and abroad made to the war effort. Included is an exceptional digital collection of archival material–including medals, uniforms, service magazines, training manuals and personal correspondence–collected by Mr. Dennis Wagner (RCAF, Retired) and related community museum collections including the Glenbow Museum and the Alberta Aviation Museum.
Adriana A. Davies, PhD., Executive Director, Heritage Community Foundation commented: “It is often stated that a society that does not understand its past is doomed to repeat the mistakes of the past. Sites like Wings Over Alberta explore heritage and place historic events and people in a context of meaning. People and communities benefit from sharing stories and experiences of perseverance, ingenuity, difficulty, sacrifice and success.” 

Wings Over Alberta was produced with financial assistance from Canada's Digital Collections Initiative, Industry Canada.
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