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Ontario’s Petroleum Legacy sheds new light on Canada’s role in the birth of the 
global petroleum industry. The birthplace was southwestern Ontario, the 1858 
crude oil discovery well of Oil Spring. The Oil Springs field provided the world’s 
first substantial supply of crude oil for a large refining industry producing a fuel—
kerosene—for the lamps of the world, using Canadian technology. Ontario’s 
Petroleum Legacy tells the dramatic story of the discovery and development of 
North America’s first commercial oil production, traces the oil and gas industry’s 
development in Canada during a span of 150 years, and assesses the 
environmental, climate and economic challenges that confront a dawning new 
energy era. Soft cover. 112 pages. Illustrated. Includes bibliography and index. 
ISBN  978-0-9739892-2-9. 
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