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Welcome!

From the Executive Director
Recognition
We all know what it's like to work hard to support
our causes. Doing good work for its own sake is
incredibly important; however, the load is
lightened when it is recognized. This recognition
can come in a variety of ways.
An easy measure of our success is the hits and
visits to our websites. AlbertaSource, our
gateway to over 20 sites, now receives about
4,000,000 hits a year with about 400,000 actual
visits. AlbertaHeritage.net receives about
1,400,000 hits per year with about 190,000
actual visits. Likewise, our Canada’s Digital
Collection sites receive about 1.5 million hits a
year. The duration of an average visit is 15
minutes so we know that people are actually
using the sites.
We also receive email not just from Canada and
Alberta but other parts of the world. Students
and teachers such as one in Nunavut who is
using the Great Alberta Law Cases website to
help students prepare for a moot trial, let us
know how invaluable these resources are to
curriculum.
It's also great to hear from individuals who
appreciate the materials as I attend meetings
and do outreach. Recently, while participating in
a conference call with retired Chief Justice
Antonio Lamer for the Nature's Law project, he
took the opportunity to thank the Foundation for
“linking the law with heritage and creating the
superb website on the Great Alberta Law
Cases.” This is praise indeed.
Website launches and conference presentations
also give us an opportunity to see how we are
viewed by stakeholders. Representatives from
various ethnocultural communities attended the
recent launch of Albertans: Who Do They Think
They Are? at the Vimy Ridge Academy in
Edmonton. They were delighted with the site, as
was the Hon. Gene Zwozdesky, Minister, Alberta
Community Development and our Industry
Canada partners.
This catalogue of recognition is capped by
awards. The Edmonton Historical Board gave
the Foundation its 2003 Historical Recognition
Award and Museums Alberta, our founder, gave
us its Museums and Society Award. This
recognition affirms that we are on the right track
and succeeding in ensuring that heritage is
valued by everyone.
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New Partners
The Métis Nation of Alberta
The Métis are a people distinguished by their
independence, individuality and resilience. To
recognize the importance of the Métis to
Albertan identity, the Foundation is developing a
virtual exhibit on The Métis in Alberta in
partnership with key organizations like the Métis
Nation of Alberta. The Métis Nation of Alberta,
established in 1932, is the political organization
of Alberta's Métis communities. Its mission is to
pursue the advancement of the socio-economic,
educational and cultural well-being of the
province's Métis people. A core of content
specialists and educators will review the site,
particularly with respect to the educational
programs proposed for development and
delivery. The Foundation is pleased to welcome
the Métis Nation of Alberta onboard and looks
forward to partnering with them on future
initiatives.
Year of the Coal Miner
September 2003 saw
the launch of the Year
of the Coal Miner, a
heritage campaign
brought to life by
representatives from
Alberta mining
museums, historic sites
and attractions, along
with tourism organizations. The Heritage
Community Foundation is a partner in this
exciting campaign designed to promote greater
awareness and knowledge of the role of coal
mines, and coal miners played in our
communities and in our region. In particular, the
Foundation's website Celebrating Alberta's
Italian Community allows visitors to explore coal
mining history through regional and individual
profiles, photo albums and oral histories that
demonstrate the important contribution made by
Alberta's Italian community. An exciting element
of the campaign is the Dark as a Dungeon
exhibit at the Sir Alexander Galt Museum in
Lethbridge, AB. Details of the Year of the Coal
Miner Campaign can be found at
www.coalminer.ca.

Jim Cummings, ShawTV Mobile Producer
“I want to thank you for the Alberta Heritage
Online web site. I refer to it when I talk with
people about the value of the Internet. Oh yeah,
I also love being an Albertan!”
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Tech Talk
JavaScript: A Behind the Scenes Look
Did you know that whenever you visit one of the
Heritage Community Foundation's 27 websites
that JavaScript is working hard behind the
scenes to make your browsing experience more
enjoyable?
Not to be confused with Java, a unique
computer language, JavaScript is a client-side
scripting language. Code is processed by a
browser, such as Internet Explorer or Netscape,
and not by the Heritage Community Foundation
servers.
JavaScript has a myriad of uses. An example of
a very simple JavaScript is to display a message
box on your screen with the words “Hello,
world!” Other sites use JavaScript to ask for
your name when you first visit their page and to
greet you with the name you entered each time
you return to that page. Yet this merely
scratches the surface of JavaScript's potential.
The Web Development team at the Heritage
Community Foundation takes advantage of
JavaScript's capabilities in every page created.
For example, JavaScript is used to preload
certain images so that the site navigates more
smoothly. The team also uses complex
JavaScript to generate pop-up windows to
display the thousands of images we use, while
simultaneously crediting sources and protecting
copyright.
JavaScript is also used in some of the
Foundation's projects to display menus, such as
in the Alberta's Petroleum Heritage Edukit.
JavaScript in the Edukits results in pop-up
answer keys for the various quizzes and
puzzles, and also enables browsers to print
certain pages just by clicking on a link.
Even our gateway website AlbertaSource.ca
takes advantage of JavaScript's flexibility.
JavaScript is used by our portal to check
whether your browser can handle the
Macromedia Flash version of the website. If it
sees that you're using an older browser, it will
display the HTML, non-Flash version of the
website.

A powerful and reliable web development tool,
JavaScript adds dynamic interaction. To learn
more about JavaScript, visit your local library, or
search http://www.google.ca/ with the
keywords “javascript tutorial.”

Rosalind LeComte
“I recently read about the Women of
Aspenland and found my Aunt there. Last week
I invited her over for tea and showed her the
site. She said she was tickled pink. I just
thought you would like to know how thrilled
she was with the site.”

Online Contributions
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To provide contributors with a flexible range of
giving options, the Heritage Community
Foundation is currently developing the capacity
to accept donations online so that any of the
over 1.5 million visitors to any of our sites will be
able to offer a gift simply and efficiently. With no
stamps to stick or cheques to sign, online
donations save time, reduce fundraising costs
and environmental damage, and provide added
convenience. We welcome sponsors at varying
levels, as well as individual donations in a
number of forms including in-kind gifts, planned
giving and monthly installments. Donors also
have the option to designate how they would like
to direct their gift. Visit the donor section of our
website often to watch our progress!

Web Launches
Albertans
September 29
Celebrating diversity
and the contribution of
Alberta's ethnocultural
groups to the
development of the
province as a thriving
society, the Albertans:
Who Do They Think
They Are? website is an
important resource for
educators and students.
The site was launched
on September 29th at L'Académie Vimy Ridge
Academy, and profiles 57 ethnocultural
groups in
the context of contemporary 21st century society
In addition to extensive archival materials and
original research, the site incorporates audio files
from CKUA and the CBC and excerpts from the
television series A Scattering of Seeds. The
Honourable Gene Zwozdesky, Minister of
Community Development was in attendance to
show his support for the website, as was Senator
Douglas Roche and Glenn Fields, Regional
Executive Director, Prairie and Northern Region
Industry Canada.

Methodist
Missionaries
in Alberta
Launched
on November
15th in the Red Deer
Public Library, the
Methodist Missionaries
in Alberta website is the
result of the successful
collaboration between
the Heritage Community
Foundation, the United
Church Historical
Society and the Eleanor
Luxton Historical Foundation. This dynamic
online resource explores early mission work and
vocation in relation to the Christian tradition,
mission organizations, Hudson's Bay Company,
First Nations and Canadian society. Also
included is an examination of contested history
and the impact of missions and settlement on
First Nations peoples.
Images, original text, historical context, maps
and biographies help create an intimate portrait
of the province and the contributions of the
Methodist missionaries. Also included is a
timeline and a Research Corner containing
bibliographical information and a listing of
Internet sites with further resources.

Wings Over Alberta
November 10

At a time when the
world remembers the
heroes who sacrificed
so much in defense of
our freedom, a new
website was launched a
day before
Remembrance Day to
honour the
contributions of the men
and women who played
a role in Alberta's
aviation history. Wings
Over Alberta is a
collection of stories and
articles reflecting the
legacy of 18 Alberta communities that were
instrumental in British plans to win the Second
World War.
Edmonton was a launching point for young
pilots, and its airport was one of the busiest in
the world. Wings over Alberta showcases brave
pilots and traces the history of British victories in
the air over Europe, many of which could be
traced back through initiatives in Canada. The
backdrop of the launch, the Alberta Aviation
Museum was a perfect setting for veterans such
as Dennis Wagner to reminisce and reflect on
the importance of the site. Mr. Wagner, a former
flyboy with the RCAF, was a major contributor to
the website and through his efforts; the site
offers first-hand knowledge of the Second World
War.

With materials provided by the museum and Vice
President Bob Busse, as well as Tim Johnston of
the Alberta Teachers Association, the site will
benefit students from around the world.

Forbes Taylor
“I have just come across the Wings over
Alberta website.... Many thanks for your help
and am thrilled with your wonderful website”
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Alberta’s Arts Heritage
While it seems art is
always available for
those in our society to
enjoy, we rarely reflect
upon the considerable
effort it takes to
manifest. Currently
under development at
the Foundation is the
Alberta's Arts Heritage
website, a project
designed to showcase the legacy of the
province's artistic communities. The site draws
upon CKUA Radio Network's popular program
Arts Alberta, a one-hour arts and culture show
that ran for a decade and was hosted by Tommy
Banks, now a Canadian Senator. In addition to
radio materials, a variety of museum and
archival documents, gathered from the
Province's arts organizations, will be
incorporated to create a portrait of the history of
the performing, literary and visual arts in Alberta.
The project will include profiles of individual
artists, art organizations and related events in
the arts community. A future phase of this
project will further develop the profiles, adding
oral histories and additional CKUA
programming. Arts Alberta programs can also be
heard through another Foundation website, the
CKUA Sound Archives
www.albertasource.ca/ckua

Great Alberta Law Cases
Alberta's legal heritage
is full of important
landmark cases, dealing
with women's rights,
military conscription,
political scandal,
euthanasia and
precedent-setting
criminal cases. In 1992,
the CKUA Radio
Network and the Alberta
Law Foundation coproduced and broadcast
the Great Alberta Law
Cases series, made up
of 30-minute docudramas. Last summer,
working again with the Alberta Law Foundation
and CKUA Radio Network, 10 of these fantastic
programs were launched alongside detailed
historical profiles of each case, completing the
first phase of the Great Alberta Law Cases
website. Work is currently being done on the
second phase, including an additional 10 of the
30-program series, and is slated for release in
the summer of 2004. The remaining programs
are anticipated to be included in the following
year.

Gary H. Pon, Law Librarian,
Nunavut Court of Justice:
“Stumbled across your excellent web
resource today - the sinnisiak / uluksuk case
is used for a mock trial exercise in the high
school law class here.”

Alberta Inventors and Inventions
One of our latest webbased projects takes an
in-depth look into the
history of innovation in
Alberta with a close
analysis of the prevailing
forces behind invention.
Researchers spent the
year poring over an
extensive database of
Alberta inventors
compiled by historian
Catherine C. Cole,
choosing a varied array
of scientists, engineers,
farmers and entrepreneurs to profile on the
website. Hundreds of patent records were
examined and compiled to create a searchable
database of all recorded inventions patented
between 1905 and 1975.
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This website will not only serve as a glimpse into
Alberta's past, but also as a tool for budding
inventors, with sections on the patent process,
research establishments and technology
transfer. Web users will have access to a
number of Heritage Trails broadcast clips, a
series of historical radio shows provided by
Edmonton station, CKUA.
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Reaching Out
At the end of October, the Heritage Community
Foundation was invited to Bellerose Composite
High School in St. Albert to participate in their
career fair. It was an exceptional opportunity to
get out into the community and talk to students
about what the Foundation does.
Representatives from many sectors of the
Alberta economy were present, including the
Edmonton Police Service, the RCMP, and
Emergency Services as well as representatives
from forestry, realty, accounting, hair design and
esthetics, photography, and the pipe fitting trade.
The eleventh and twelfth grade students asked
the Foundation a variety of questions, including
those on how much money a web developer can
earn annually and what courses and programs
they need to take in school to get the right skillset. Since many youth already have the skills to
create their own websites, many were curious
about how to improve their sites. Interacting with
youth in a positive and proactive way, allows the
Foundation to further its mandate of bringing
Heritage to the mainstream.

Edukits
The Heritage Community Foundation has
developed teacher and student web-based
resources called Edukits in order to promote the
exploration of the diverse cultural heritage of
Albertans through a series of rich, multi-mediabased educational resources. Edukits are
developed exclusively with curriculum and
instructional designers to ensure continuity and
easy navigation for both teachers and students,
materials are both dynamic and accessible.
Each Edukit features a Teacher's Zone, which
includes Lesson Plans, Teacher Resources and
Student Worksheets, as well as a Student Zone
complete with a Picture Gallery and
educationally-based games and puzzles. This
CD-Rom pilot project was made possible
through a loan from the Canada-Telus New
Media Learning Foundation.
Some of our Edukits
•

Edmonton: My Community

•

Women of Aspenland: Images from Central
Alberta

•

The CKUA Classroom

•

Alberta's Petroleum Heritage

•

Alberta Naturally

•

Alex Decoteau

•

Alberta's Famous 5

•

Aboriginal Identity Series: Aboriginal
Origin and Settlement, Culture and Its’
Meaning, Spirituality and Creation,
Language and Culture, Contributions

We Shoot - We Score!
Oiler’s Heritage Site to Launch

One of the NHL's most
exciting clubs is bringing
its heritage into the
digital age through a
partnership with the
Edmonton Oilers
Community Foundation
and the Heritage
Community Foundation.
The Edmonton Oilers
Heritage website will
feature an exhaustive
history of the team,
complete with a
comprehensive
database of photographs and memorabilia.
Going back to the beginnings of organized
hockey in Alberta and Canada, this site will walk
visitors through an important chapter in sports
history from the formation of teams and leagues
in the 1890s, to the Edmonton Oilers dynasty
between 1984 to 1992 and beyond.
The “History” section examines the early years
of hockey in Canada, the formation of leagues
and teams, the reign of the Oil Kings from the
WHA Years and the arrival of the NHL in

Edmonton. Visitors will explore the Oilers
Dynasty, cherished and remembered by Oilers
fans, and the years following Wayne Gretzky's
1991 trade. The site also provides an overview
of the legacy and impact of the Edmonton Oilers
Hockey Club on the community and their fans,
including their involvement with the Edmonton
Oilers Community Foundation's ICE School.
Plans are underway to make the site live in
December, following the Edmonton
Heritage
Classic marking the Oilers 25th anniversary
season.
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Volunteer Profile
In addition to heritage professionals and interns,
the Heritage Community Foundation is
exceedingly grateful to the support of hardworking volunteers who dedicate their own time
to helping fulfill our vision of bringing heritage to
the mainstream. In subsequent issues of
Heritage Link, we will be profiling members of
our volunteer team who have shown their
dedication to and support of the Foundation.
Melissa Woodford is a recent graduate of the
Computer Systems Technology at the Northern
Alberta Institute of Technology (NAIT). Going
through the Java/Oracle/Unix specialization
stream she worked on an online inventory
tracking system for Cargo & James Tea Co.
Melissa is keeping her skills active through
volunteering with the Heritage Community
Foundation, assisting with the insertion of
content into web pages and image editing. She
looks forward to learning new things and testing
her skills further in the realm of information
technology.

It’s Our Heritage!
As part of our It's Our Heritage Multimedia
Campaign, the Heritage Community Foundation
is distributing bookmarks to Alberta's public
libraries and schools to promote both the
AlbertaSource.ca and Albertaheritage.net
websites. These glossy cards can also be found
in cultural tourism and visitor information centres
throughout the province and are designed to
promote traffic and use of educational
websites developed by the Foundation
and partner organizations and museums.
The overall intention of the campaign is
to alter negative or uninformed attitudes
by showing the diversity of the heritage
sector and how it supports the quality
of life of communities and individuals.

Foundation Statistics
Success in Web Training

The Heritage Community Foundation is a
successful trainer in the IT area in Edmonton
and Alberta. This success is demonstrated
through the multitude of sites found at Alberta
Source. With a good reputation after developing
27 heritage websites, the Heritage Community
Foundation receives many applications
throughout the year. In October, the Heritage
Community Foundation posted for three
positions: we received 130 applications for the
Junior Programmer position, 50 for the Web
Research Assistant position, and 60 for the
Junior Designer position. The strength of the
number of applications for the Junior
Programmer position has demonstrated to the
Trustees, Patrons Council members and other
supporters of the Foundation that we are a
proven and reputable trainer in the IT industry.
Most of the applicants hail from the Northern
Alberta Institute of Technology's many computer
diploma programs, and others come from the
University of Alberta and Grant MacEwan
Community College.

Other interesting
statistics
www.AlbertaSource.ca receives about
4,000,000 hits per year with about
400,000 visits, the average duration of
which is 15 minutes
—
www.Albertaheritage.net, our heritage
and cultural tourism site, receives about
1.5 million hits of which about 190,000 are
extended visits
—
collections.ic.gc.ca
The Heritage Community Foundation's
various Industry Canada sites (7 currently
posted) receive about 1,500,000 hits per
year (about 8% of the total hits to all
Canada's Digital Collections sites)
—

6
Heritage Community Foundation — Heritage Link — Volume 2, Issue 2

www.virtualmuseum.ca
The Making of Treaty 8 in Canada's
Northwest Virtual Exhibit alone receives
over 100,000 visitations per month.

Doors Open Alberta
Doors Open Alberta is
a major programming
initiative that engages
communities in
architectural heritage.
Part of an international,
national and provincial
strategy, it showcases
a variety of structures,
from modest to
extravagant. This webbased project allows
users to investigate
how to organize a
Doors Open event and
browse important preservation information and
contacts. Direct access to all event images and
content allows individuals to explore both the
function and the beauty
of design, as well as
materials and the
construction of buildings
in their community.
Doors Open Alberta is
an initiative of the Doors
Open Alberta
Committee, led by the
Heritage Community
Foundation, Doors
Open Calgary and
Doors Open Fort Macleod. Funding support has
been provided by the Alberta Historical
Resources Foundation. Inaugural events are
Doors Open Calgary and Doors Open Fort
Macleod. In addition, Edmonton, Wainright and
Lethbridge have also embraced the Doors Open
initiative, and will be hosting their own Doors
Open events in the near future. Doors Open is a
national initiative with the support from the
Ontario Heritage Foundation and the Heritage
Canada Foundation.

Congratulations HCF!
Recognition from our peers and the community
at large is one of the most rewarding aspects of
working on educational and multimedia
resources at the Heritage Community
Foundation. Not only has the Foundation been
pleased to accept invitations to present at
conferences such as the Online Learning
Symposium and the Alberta Social Studies
Conference and Trade Show, we have also been
the recipients of two highly respected awards.
At this year's Edmonton Historical Board's
Recognition Awards, the Foundation was
honored with an award for its unsurpassed work
in promoting Alberta's cultural diversity and for
bringing heritage to the mainstream. In October,
Museums Alberta presented the Foundation with
the 2003 Museums and Society Awards for the
development of the AlbertaSource.ca website.
This award recognizes outstanding projects that
celebrate the diverse and complex relationships
between museums and their collections, and
their communities. The Heritage Community
Foundation was also a nominee for the 2003
Duncan & Craig Laurel Awards.

Albertaheritage.net
Alberta’s Past and Present begins here
Shimmering wheat fields, pristine lakes, majestic
mountains and snowy foothills — Alberta's
scenery is picture perfect. Ecological and
cultural diversity are characteristics of one of the
most dynamic social landscapes in Canada.
Nothing matches the beauty of a blazing prairie
sunset, and the warm caress of a Chinook on a
brisk winter morning has captured the
imaginations of Albertans since the first nomadic
tribes journeyed across the prairies.
The new Albertaheritage.net gateway aims to
capture the essence of Alberta as the first
Heritage and Cultural Tourism Website. Users
can find information about Alberta's various
museums, archives, historic sites as well as
heritage organizations and foundations that help

to preserve and interpret our heritage. New and
improved additions to the site include a Places
to Go section that lets visitors interact with
various walking and
driving tour maps
within Alberta. The
revamped site also
provides a database
of heritage-based
articles from a variety
of sources such as
Legacy magazine as
well as a featured
content, museum and
events section.
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Book Launch
Fil Fraser, Alberta's Camelot: Culture & the Arts
in the Lougheed Years (Edmonton:2003) $21.95
soft cover
Fil Fraser is a man of many talents. Not only is
he a distinguished Canadian broadcaster and
journalist, he is also a social activist, film and
television producer and a member of the Order
of Canada. His latest work, Alberta's Camelot:
Culture & the Arts in the Lougheed Years, is a
blend of public and private history told with an
authority that only someone of Fraser's standing
could possess.

Alberta's Camelot is an engaging work that
captures the excitement which spread through
the province in an era now referred to as the
“Golden Age” of arts and culture in Alberta.
Fraser explores this cultural explosion, and
uncovers the foundations of one of the
province's most enduring cultural legacies. As
Fraser himself writes, the Lougheed years
represents a time when the “government treated
culture as if it really mattered.” The Foundation
is delighted to have Fil Fraser as a member of
our dedicated Patron’s Council.

Fraser was at the heart of the cultural revolution
that dominated Alberta when the Lougheed
Conservatives swept to power in 1971. Over the
next decade and a half, Fraser would be witness
to an artistic renaissance in the province, as the
Lougheed government combined a
sophisticated and visionary view of the role of
culture in society and the affluence of the oil
boom. More than a memoir, Alberta's Camelot is
a portrait of a society that flourished from what
Fraser states in the introduction as “generous,
well-placed funding” from Peter Lougheed.

Interns
The Heritage Community Foundation employs
up to 50 interns a year, mostly through Industry
Canada Digital Collections Information
Technology internships. Interns engage in both
research and technical activities related
specifically to their training. This winter the
number of interns at the Heritage Community
Foundation increased by five. Hundreds of
applications were narrowed down to two
programmers, two researchers and a designer.
Applicants on the short list all fit the current mold
of interns: hard-working, reliable,
knowledgeable, and enthusiastic about heritage.
The opportunity to work for the Foundation is
invaluable, enhancing and sharpening skills
while providing hands-on
experience. “From our
perspective, we give them an
excellent internship
experience that involves on
the job training and work
force training,” says
Executive Director Adriana
A. Davies, Ph.D. “They
are prepared to take on
any challenge... working
on a website is a real
resume builder and
they all become more
connected with
Canada and our rich
heritage.”
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The Foundation
hires only the best
— those who no
doubt live up to the
work ethic of past
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and current interns. So far, as has been seen in
the past, the latest crew of interns are proving to
be a priceless resource.

Rod Deacon, Ministry of Community,
Aboriginal and Women's Services on The
Famous Five:
“Thanks for pulling together such a
wonderful and informative site. Love the
navigation. So easy to use.”

Contact Us

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Heritage Community Foundation
Suite 54, 9912-106 Street
Edmonton, AB
T5K 1C5
Tel: 780-424-6512
Fax: 780-424-6579
Email: info@heritagecommunityfdn.org
URLS:
www.heritagecommunityfdn.org
www.AlbertaSource.ca
www.youthsource.ab.ca
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