


2. Mettodalogy

The Fort McKay traditional land use and occupancy study (TLUOS) used a partici-
patory action research methodology that stressed community control of the project,
its conduct and its results. Overall the TLUOS included the participation of the Fort
McKay First Nations Chief, Jimmy Boucher, who was succeeded in an election mid-
way through the project by Mel Grandjamb; Lawrence Courtoreille, manager of the
First Nation; Fred MacDonald, Cecilia Boucher and Bertha Canter, Fort McKay
community trainees; the elders of the community; Alberta Environmental Protec-
tion, particularly Gordon Armitage, Forest Superintendent in Fort McMurray and
Shirley Nelson, Project Leader, Resource Inventory Section, Edmonton; Canadian
Forest Service, particularly Joseph De Franceschi, Chief, Development Coordina-
tion, Edmonton; and Terry Garvin, Gordon Hodgson and Mike Robinson of the
Arctic Institute of North America (AINA), University of Calgary. Occasional em-
ployment was also provided for Raymond Boucher and Willie Grandjambe of Fort
McKay who acted as guides to Athabasca River and Gardiner Lakes locations. Alro-
gether the above team used funding from Alberta Environmental Protection and
Canadian Forest Service to complete the work. The funding contract was negotiated
between the two governments and the Fort McKay First Nations, The work manage-
ment agreement was negotiated between Fort McKay and AINA, and fund adminis-
tration was shared between Fort McKay and AINA.

In general terms the methodology followed the participatory action approach out-
lined in Mapping How We Use Our Land (1994) and built on the belief of the project
supporters that the elders and current active bush economy participants in Fort McKay
wanted to tell their story, to their people, in their own words. Rather than design an
intensive interview questionnaire, the three project trainees, Fred MacDonald, Ce-
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