Lesson 1: Choosing Your Special Place

Invites students to examine and reflect at some of the special places in their lives.

(Adapted from Teaching Landmarks)

Subjects: Social Studies, Language Arts, Art

Grade Levels: 2-9

Time Frame: 2-3 class periods

Materials Needed:

· Choosing Your Special Place Worksheet

· Telling Stories about Your Shared Places worksheet

Learning Objectives: Students will:

1. Develop their own definition /understanding of what a landmark is

2. Explore the idea of place

3. Develop a broader definition of landmarks that includes people and ideas

4. Create a timeline noting changes the place has undergone

5. Seek stories of local heroes 

Procedure:

1. Have students start with a place that is special to them-- a place that they would not want destroyed or that they will want to remember when they are very old.  Is it:

· inside or outside? 

· your bedroom? 

· a place in your home where you go to be alone? 

· a part of your home where you gather with your family or friends? 

· somewhere in your yard or in your neighborhood? 

· someplace you visit with your family or friends? 

· The students' special place may be a place where people gather, such as a classroom, bus stop, playground, a neighborhood store, or where something important or significant to them has happened. 

2. Have students record their answers on the Choosing Your Special Place worksheet.

3. Have students find out how their place was before they inhabited or began to use it, considering who was there, how it was used, etc.  Students are to use the Telling Stories about Your Shared Places worksheet.

4. Have students locate photographs of their landmark at the local library, newspaper, or historical society; if students cannot find photographs, have them create an artwork showing how it might have looked in the past.

5. Have students create a timeline as a way of telling others about the place they have chosen.  The timeline will show how the place has changed over the years. Student will include text, photographs, drawings, or other representations of their place through time, including stories of special things that happened or people who lived or worked in the place. Display it in your classroom or school.

· Make sure to think of things to tell them that they wouldn't know without being in the place or looking at it. 

Extension Questions

· How important to other people is the place you have chosen? Have people valued the place you have chosen as special? Has it been preserved for others in its original form? If so, why do you think people have preserved it? If not, why do you think people have chosen not to preserve it?

· You have chosen a place that is special to you and to the community. Do you think it should be preserved for the future? Why? If so, how would you go about preserving it? If it is preserved for the future, will it have a new meaning or function?

Choosing Your Special Place

	1. List three things that you especially like about this place. It may help to think about why you go there and what you do when you are there.

2. Describe your place for someone who has never seen it. Think about where it is, its size, color(s), and shapes. Describe its parts. Take a few minutes to describe as many details as you can, remembering that with the words you choose, you are trying to create a picture in someone else's mind.

3. Search your memory for times that have been especially good in your selected place. List these times with the starter: "I remember the time when...."

4. You may have memories of moments in your selected place that were not so good. List these with the starter: "I remember the time when...."

5. What would be missing from your life if you didn't have this place in it?

6. Use the ideas that you have thought about above to write a short paragraph or story about your special place and how it has been important to who you are as a person.






Telling Stories About Your Shared Place


1. Find out as much as you can about the place you have chosen as a landmark: 

· What is the relationship of your landmark to the area surrounding it? 

· How has it been used in the past? 

· Did other people in your community use this landmark? How? 

· Talk to people in your school or community to learn as much as you can. What would you like to know? 

· Did your landmark look different in the past? How did it look? 

· What was in its place before it came into being? How did it come into being? 

· Are there any special stories about this place? Did anything special happen here? Did any special people live or work here? 

· How do you think it will be used or look in the future? 

· How important to other people is the place you have chosen? 
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